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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A patient support comprising, 
a mattress defining a patient rest surface, 

a frame positioned to support the mattress, the frame including a base frame 
supported by a floor, an intermediate frame positioned over the base frame, a first pair of lift 
arms coupled together at a first end by a first cross member, and, a second pair of lift arms 
coupled together at a first end by a second cross member, the first ends of the first pair of lift 
arms being configured to slide along at least one of the base frame and the intermediate 
frame, the first ends of the second pair of lift arms being configured to slide along at least one 
of the base frame and the intermediate frame, and 

at least one actuator configured to move the intermediate frame relative to the 
base frame between first and second positions, during movement of the intermediate frame 
between the first and second positions, a distance between the first and second cross members 
increases to provide clearance for at least one of the intermediate frame and the base frames 

wherein the intermediate frame is oositionable between the first and second 
cross members when the intermediate frame is in the second position . 

2. (Original) The patient support of claim 1, wherein the lift arms slide along 
the base frame. 

3. (Original) The patient support of claim 1, wherein the intermediate frame 
is positioned above the first and second cross members when the intermediate frame is 
positioned in the first position and the intermediate frame is positioned between the first and 
second cross members when the intermediate frame is in the second position. 

4. (Original) The patient support of claim 1, wherein the first pair of lift 
arms further includes a pair of links extending between the base frame and intermediate 
frame and a pair of guide links coupled to midpoints of the links and at least one of the base 
frame and intermediate frame. 

5. (Original) The patient support of claim 1, wherein the base frame and 
intermediate frame nests together. 
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6. (Original) The patient support of claim 1, wherein the lift arms are 
positioned between the intermediate frame and the base frame when the intermediate frame is 
in the second position. 

7. (Original) The patient support of claim I, wherein the first and second 
cross members extend transversely relative to a longitudinal axis of the frame. 

8. (Original) The patient support of claim 1, further comprising 
means for providing pressurized air to the mattress, 

means for blocking egress of a patient from the mattress, 

foot control means for operating features of the patient support, 

power and control means for providing power and control to the actuator, 

rotational support means configured to permit movement of the frame on a 

floor, 

control means for controlling features of the patient support, the control means 
being removably coupled to the blocking means, 

mattress control means for controlling operation of the mattress, 

power supply means for providing power to components of the patient 

support, and 

network means for communicating between at least two of the power and 
control means, the control means, the block means, and mattress control means. 

9. (Currently Amended) A patient support comprising, 
a base frame, 
an intermediate frame, 

a mattress supported by the intermediate frame and defining a patient rest 

surface, and 

a lift mechanism configured to move the intermediate frame between raised 
and lowered positions relative to the base frame, at least one of the base and intermediate 
frames defining an interior region in which the other of the at least one of the base and 
intermediate frames is positioned when the intermediate frame is in the lowered position, at 
least one of the base and intermediate frames including transverse step members extending 
from the interior region and configured to couple the intermediate frame to a weigh frame . 
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10. (Currently Amended) The patient support of claim 9, further oomprioing a 
wherein the weigh frame is supported by the intermediate frame and a plurality of load cells 
are supported by the transverse step members. 

11. (Original) The patient support of claim 9, wherein the intermediate frame 
includes the transverse step members. 

12. (Original) The patient support of claim 11, wherein the transverse step 
members are positioned directly over the base frame. 

13. (Original) The patient support of claim 12, wherein the base frame 
includes a pair of longitudinally extending members and the transverse step members are 
positioned directly over the longitudinally extending members of the base frame. 

14. (Original) The patient support of claim 9, further comprising a pair of lift 
arms configured to move the intermediate frame relative to the base frame between raised and 
lowered positions, the lift arms being positioned in a space defined between longitudinally 
extending members of the base and intermediate frames when the intermediate frame is in the 
lowered position. 

15. (Original) The patient support of claim 9, wherein at least two of the 
transverse step members extend in opposite directions and at least two of the transverse step 
members extend in the same direction. 

* 

16. (Original) A patient support comprising, 
a base frame, 

an intermediate frame, 

a mattress supported by the intermediate frame and defining a patient nest 

surface, and 

a lift mechanism configured to move the intermediate frame between raised 
and lowered positions relative to the base frame, at least one of the base and intermediate 
frames defining an interior region in which the other of the at least one of the base and 
intermediate frames is positioned when the intermediate frame is in the lowered position, the 
lift mechanism being positioned between the intermediate frame and the base frame when the 
intermediate frame is in the lowered position. 
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17. (Original) The patient support of claim 16, wherein the base frame and 
intermediate frames include longitudinally extending members cooperating to define a space 
therebetween and the lift mechanism is positioned in the space. 

18. (Currently Amended) The patient support of claim 17, wherein the 
longitudinally extending member members of the intermediate frame is spaced apart from a 
center axis by a first horizontal distance, the longitudinally extending member members of 
the base frame is spaced apart from the center axis by a second horizontal distance, and the 
lift mechanism is spaced apart from the center axis by a third horizontal distance, the third 
distance is greater than one of the first and second distances and less than the other of the first 
and second distances. 

19. (Original) The patient support of claim 16, wherein the lift mechanism is 
configured to slide along at least one of the base and intermediate frames during movement 
of the intermediate frame between the raised and lowered positions. 

* 

20. (Original) The patient support of claim 16, wherein the intermediate and 
base frames nest together when the intermediate frame is in the lowered position. 

21. (Original) The patient support of claim 20, wherein a lower-most portion 
of the intermediate frame extends below an upper-most portion of the base frame when the 
intermediate frame is in the lowered position. 

22. (Original) The patient support of claim 16, wherein portions of the lift 
mechanism arc positioned above the intermediate frame when the intermediate frame is in the 
lowered position. 

23. (Withdrawn) A patient support comprising, 
a base frame, 

an intermediate frame, 

a mattress defining a patent rest surface, and 

a mattress support deck positioned to support the mattress, the mattress 
support deck including a back section, a seat section, and an extendable foot section, the foot 
section and seat section cooperating to define a junction, the foot section being coupled to the 
seat section adjacent a top of the junction to permit movement of the foot section between 
first and second positions relative to the seat section. 
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24. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 23, wherein the foot section is 

« 

pivotably coupled to the seat section to permit movement of the foot section between first and 
second positions, lower portions of the foot and seat sections are spaced apart by a first 
distance when the foot section is in the first position and a second distance when the foot 
section is in the second position, the second distance being greater than the first distance. 

25. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 24, wherein the foot and seat 
sections are substantially coplanar when the foot section is in the second position, 

26. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 23, wherein the foot and seat 
sections have an upper lip, a bottom pan, and a sidewall extending between the upper lip and 
bottom pan. 

27. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 26, wherein the sidewall defines a 
non-pcrpcndicular angle with the bottom pan. 

28. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 26, wherein the upper lips of the 
foot and seat sections are positioned adjacent the top of the junction. 

29. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 24, wherein the foot section 
includes a first portion pivotably coupled to the seat section and a second portion that slides 
over the first portion during extension of the foot section. 

■ 

30. (Withdrawn) A patient support comprising, 
a base frame, 

an intermediate frame, 

a mattress defining a patent rest surface, 

a mattress support deck positioned to support the mattress, the mattress 
support deck including a back section, a seat section, and a foot section, the foot section and 
seat section cooperating to define a junction, the foot section being coupled to the seat section 
adjacent a top of the junction, and 

an actuator coupled to one of the seat and foot sections to move the foot 
section relative to the seat section between first and second positions. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 30, wherein the actuator is coupled 
to the foot section. 



-6- 



PAGE 8/14 * RCVD AT 9/7/2005 1:10:18 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 * DNlS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mirw$):03<54 



SEP 07 '05 12:30 FR BOSE MCKINhEY EUftNS 



TO 9688826680880815 P. 09 



32. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 3 1 , wherein the actuator is coupled 
to the foot section by a connector including a slot and a pin configured to slide in the slot. 

33. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 30, wherein the actuator is 
pivotably coupled to at least one of the seat and foot sections. 

34. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 30, wherein a gap defined between 
lower sides of the foot and seat sections decreases during extension of the actuator. 

35. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 30, wherein the actuator is coupled 
to the seat section. 

36. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 35, further comprising another 
actuator coupled to the foot section. 

37. (Withdrawn) A patient support comprising, 
a base frame, 

an intermediate frame, 

a mattress defining a patent rest surface, and 

a mattress support deck positioned to support the mattress, the mattress 
support deck including a back section, a seat section, and a foot section, the back section and 
seat section cooperating to define a junction, the back section being positioned to pivot about 
a first pivot adjacent a top of the junction to permit movement of the back section between 
first and second positions, the seat section being positioned to pivot about a second pivot 
adjacent the top of the junction to permit movement of the seat section between first and 
second positions, the first pivot being spaced apart from the second pivot. 

38. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 37, further comprising a vertically 
extending post cooperating with the seat and back sections to define the first and second 
pivots. 

39. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 37, wherein lower portions of the 
seat and back sections are spaced apart by a first distance when the back section is in the first 
position and spaced apart by a second distance when the back section is in the second 
position, the second distance being greater than the first distance. 

40. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 39, wherein the seat and back 
sections are substantially coplanar when each are in the first position. 
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41. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 37, wherein the seat section 
includes an upper lip, a bottom pan, and a sidewall extending between the upper lip and 
bottom pan. 

42. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 41, wherein the back section 
includes an upper lip, a bottom pan, and a sidewall extending between the upper lip and 
bottom pan. 

43. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 42, wherein the upper lip. of the 
back section is positioned adjacent the first pivot and the upper lip of the seat section is 
positioned adjacent the second pivot. 

44. (Withdrawn) A patient support comprising, 
a mattress defining a patient rest surface, and 

a frame supporting the mattress, the frame including a head end and a foot end 
spaced apart from the head end, and a rotatable element positioned on the foot end to engage 
an obstacle. 

45. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 44, wherein the frame includes a 
base frame and a patient support deck supporting the mattress, the patent support deck 
includes a back section, a seat section, and a foot section, the rotatable element is supported 
by the foot section. 

46. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 45, wherein the rotatable element 
is positioned on an underside of the foot section. 

47. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 44, wherein the rotatable element 
is a roller. 

48. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 44, wherein the rotatable element 
is positioned at the lateral center of the frame. 

49. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 44, wherein the frame includes a 
base frame and an intermediate frame supported by the base frame, the base frame is 
supported on a floor by a plurality of caster wheels, and the rotatable element is positioned 
below the base frame when a foot end of the intermediate frame is lowered. 
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50. (Withdrawn) The patient support of claim 49, wherein the rotatable element 
contacts the floor when the foot end of the intermediate frame is lowered. 
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